
SECTION E – Appendix 
GLOSSARY 
 
Adopt – To choose or accept and put into effect by vote or consensus. 

 
Approve – To confirm or formally sanction; to ratify. 

 
Assembly – Term used by the ELCA for the gathering of voting members for decision-making or legislative 
functions. 

 
Bulletin of Reports  (BOR) – Report that includes everything that is needed to conduct a churchwide or 
synodical convention.  
 
Bylaw – A provision which relates to a specific practice or detail of the organizations’ operation and ongoing 
responsibilities. 

 
Churchwide – An inclusive ELCA designated term for the whole organization to acknowledge that the church 
extends beyond any one nation’s borders. 

 
Churchwide Executive Board – The group of board members and officers elected by the Triennial Convention 
for three-year terms who serve as the legislative authority between triennial conventions; the highest level of 
authority of the Women of the ELCA. 

 
Churchwide Women’s Organization (CWO) – The entire Women of the ELCA organization, manifested in 
the Triennial Convention and the Executive Board, which describe the staff and office that support the activities 
of the organization. 

 
Circle/Group – A non-legislative group of women within a Congregational Unit, usually for the purpose of 
program activities, Bible study, fellowship, and personal growth, which meet regularly and support the purpose 
of the Women of the ELCA. 

 
Conference – A non-legislative grouping of Units within the territory of the Synodical Organization for the 
purpose of fostering interdependent relationships among congregations. 

 
Conference Offering – Received at each conference meeting. The conference determines where it will be 
applied. 

 
Congregational Unit (CU) – The women’s organization within a congregation which supports the mission of 
the Women of the ELCA. 

 
Constitution – A legal document that outlines the name, purpose, authority, relationships, and financial 
structure of an organization. 

 
Contact Person – A person selected in a congregation to receive and disperse information for the purpose of 
networking. 

 



Convention – The gathering of voting members for decision-making or legislative functions within Women of 
the ELCA and the Synodical Women’s Organization. 

 
Convention Offering – Given at the convention by the Congregational Units to help defray the cost of the 
convention. 
ELCA – Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, a mainline Protestant Lutheran church headquartered in 
Chicago, Illinois, officially formed in 1988 by the merging of three Lutheran church bodies. 

 
Expression – One of three legislative groups within the Women of the ELCA, which are: units, synodical 
women’s organizations, and the churchwide women’s organization. 

 
Designated Gift – An offering which supports a specific ministry identified by the donor(s). 

Gather – The magazine of the Women of the ELCA, formerly “Lutheran Women” magazine. 

Honorarium – A payment in recognition of acts or professional services. 

In Kind Gift – A tangible gift (not monetary) which is given to an agency or ministry through a gathering or 
convention. 

 
Inter-congregational Unit – A community of women from two or more congregations who come together for 
study and action which support the mission of the Women of the ELCA. 

 
Joy Offering – A special gratitude offering designated for the world-wide ministry of the ELCA. South 
Carolina Women of the ELCA sends all Joy Offering to the ELCA Good Gifts Program. 

 
Member – A congregational, inter-congregational, or special unit of the Women of the ELCA. For individuals, 
see Participant definition. 

 
Memorial – A statement which addresses a broad policy issue and presented to a legislative body for 
consideration; may be brought by a Congregational Unit to the Synodical Convention, or by the SWO to the 
Triennial Convention. 

 
Participant – A woman who takes part in carrying out the mission of Women of the ELCA and supports its 
ministries. Not all women in an ELCA congregation are automatically participants in WELCA; only those who 
take part in carrying out the mission of the organization and support the ministries of WELCA are participants. 

 
Policy – A statement of principles for action; a position that guides the decision-making and activities of an 
organization. 

 
Quorum – The majority of members of a body that, when duly assembled, is legally competent to transact 
business. 

 
Region – A geographic territory in the ELCA which includes several synods. South Carolina is in Region 9 and 
the SC synod code within Region 9 is C. 

 
  



Regular Offering – A voluntary offering given at each circle/group meeting which is the primary source of 
support for the ongoing ministries of the unit, the synodical, and the churchwide women’s organization. 

 
Resolution – A proposal or request for consideration of a specific action by the legislative organization, usually 
with a narrower focus than a memorial. A resolution and a memorial may not be combined in one action. 

 
Special Unit (SU) – A community of women who come together in a unique setting (such as on a college 
campus or within a retirement community) for study and action which supports the mission of the Women of 
the ELCA 
Synodical Women’s Organization (SWO) – The legislative and programmatic expression that assists 
congregational, inter-congregational and special units with its territory to fulfill the purpose of Women of the 
ELCA. 

 
Taskforce – A temporary grouping of women for the purpose of accomplishing a definite objective, usually 
with a specific deadline, and reports its finding to a larger group or legislative body. 

 
Thankoffering – A gratitude offering sent on Form B to Churchwide Women of the ELCA for their program 
activities; used the same way as Regular Offering. 

 
The Ripple – The newsletter publication of the South Carolina Women of the ELCA published four times/year. 

 
Triennial Convention – The highest legislative authority of the Women of the ELCA with elected voting 
members from each region in the US and Caribbean which meets every three years. 

 
Triennial Gathering – Open to all women in the ELCA from each region in the US and Caribbean which 
meets immediately following the Triennial Convention. 

 
Unit – A member of the Women of the ELCA, such as a Congregational Unit, an Inter-Congregational Unit, or 
a Special Unit. 

 
Voting Member – An elected woman who has voting privileges on legislative matters at a synodical or 
triennial convention. The congregational unit elects voting members to a synodical convention. Voting 
members to a triennial convention are elected at the prior year’s synodical convention. 

 
Women of the ELCA (W/ELCA) – The shortened form for “Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America,” the legal name for the women’s organization of the ELCA, which is a separately incorporated 
ministry of the ELCA. A relational organization, a community of women living in relationships to God, one 
another, the church, the society, and the world. 

  



History of name change from Thankoffering to Joy Offering in South Carolina 

 
In the 1896 convention, Mrs. M. Kinard, president of the South Carolina Lutheran Women, initiated the practice 
of collecting Thankofferings in “mite” boxes whenever they felt gratitude for God’s gifts. These were to be used 
for specific projects sponsored by Lutheran Church Women, such as for foreign missionaries or women and 
children in need. 

 
Between 1918 and 1962, the prime purpose of the SC women’s organization was that of missionary education 
and support of the world missionary enterprise. The key to the stewardship of the women in South Carolina has 
been the overwhelming proportion of contributions given to “others” as contrasted with monies retained. The 
ingathering of Thankoffering has been one of the highlights of each convention. 

 
In the 1971 Triennial Convention of Lutheran Church Women, the Auxiliary adopted South Carolina’s idea of 
Thankoffering as a special gratitude offering, in addition to Regular Offering. However, the constitution reads, 
“These offerings shall be transmitted in full to the churchwide organization for the support of the ministries of 
this organization and the church.” (Article X, Section 4, Item 1.b.) 

 
In the 2008, the Stewardship Planning Guide stated “Thankofferings help Women of the ELCA provide 
resources, events and programs, and also support the organization’s crucial annual gift to the ELCA.” Publicity 
on programs and services supported by Thankofferings stated “25% Annual Gift to the ELCA, 40% Programs, 
30% Communications, 5% Governance. Thankoffering supported as much as $1 million toward the annual gift 
to the ELCA. In turn, the ELCA provided the Women of the ELCA free rent in their Chicago offices. 

 
In 2009, the Women of the ELCA cut the unrestricted gift to the ELCA “due to declining revenue.” The only 
funds going to the ELCA from the Women were designated giving from units and synodical organizations. The 
ELCA began charging rent for use of office space. 

 
At the 2011 Triennial Convention, the South Carolina delegation presented a resolution to strike “and the 
church” from the CWO constitution (quoted in the third paragraph above) since that was no longer true. The 
resolution was signed by 25 delegates at the convention and was told that it would be referred to the Resolutions 
Chair of the Executive Board. No action was ever taken. 

 
At the June 25-26, 2011, South Carolina synodical women’s convention, the resolution shown on the following 
page was passed unanimously. See the definition of Joy Offering on page 73 of this handbook. 

 

References: 
History of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of South Carolina 1842-1924, page 46 
A History of the Lutheran Church in South Carolina 1971-1987, page 55 
A Brief History of Women inf the ELCA Celebrating 20 Years, by Nancy Stelling, 

editor of Lutheran Women Today magazine from 1987-2001 
Women of the ELCA Stewardship Planning Guides 



 



South Carolina Women of the 
ELCA Conference Meeting/Event 

Report 
(to be completed by Conference Secretary) 

Date _________________ 

Conference Name    

 
Meeting Place    

 
Date and Time   

 
# of Units in Attendance   # of Units in Conference   

 
Total in Attendance from Units    

 
Board Members Present    

 
Pastors/Guest Present ======== 

Total Attendance      _ 

New Officers Elected yes  _ no    
If yes, fill out Conference Leaders Form and send copy to SWO Secretary 

 
Next Meeting/Event Date and Time   

Location   _ 

Summary of Meeting/Activities or attach agenda 
 
 

Comments/Questions/Concerns 
 

Mail copy to the SC WELCA Synodical Secretary 



 

South Carolina Women of the ELCA 
Cash Record 

 
 

Event:  _ 

Date:  _ 

 
Cash received: 

$20 x    = $   
$10 x    = $   
$ 5 x    = $   
$ 1 x    = $   
Change   = $   

 

 
Total cash $   

 
 
 

Signature:    
 
 
 

Signature:    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Convert cash to check for remittance to SC WELCA Synodical Treasurer 



Women of the EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA 
 

South Carolina Synodical Women's Organization (SWO) 
 

 
 

For use by Conference 
 

 
 

Date:     
 

 
 

Conference #: Conference Name:    
 

 
 

CONFERENCE FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
 

Name: 
 

Address: PHONE: 
 

City/State/Zip: EMAIL: 
 

======================================================================= 
 

OFFERING REMITTANCE (Make checks payable to SC WELCA) 
 

Name Check Date Check # Amount 
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    

Total Offering    

Offering Counted by   

Offering Checked by   
 

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO "SC WELCA" 
 

REQUEST FOR DISBURSEMENT Amount 

Payment to   $   

Address   
 

City/State/Zip  

Purpose:    

 
 

Cash should be converted to a check. 
 

Mail the cash record form with this form and all checks to: 
South Carolina WELCA Synodical Treasurer 

 



South Carolina Women of the ELCA 
Conference Leaders Update Form 

 
 
 

Name of Conference  _ Year  _ to  _ 
 

Coordinator   _ 
Address       

 

Phone (Cell)   Phone (Home)   

Email      
Church   _ City   _ 

 
 

Secretary/Recorder  _ 
Address      

 

Phone (Cell)   Phone (Home)   

Email      
Church   _ City   _ 

 
 

Financial Secretary  _ 
Address      

 

Phone (Cell)   Phone (Home)   

Email      
Church   _ City   _ 

 
 

Please give this completed form to Board Liaison or mail the completed form to the Synodical 
Secretary as soon as new officers are elected. Your cooperation in keeping up to date is greatly 
appreciated. 

 
SC WELCA Synodical Secretary 



South Carolina Women of the ELCA  
Congregational Unit Leaders Update Form 

Year  to  _ 

 
Name of Church      

 

City    
 

Name of Conference     

President/Coordinator   

Address     
 

Phone (Cell)   Phone (Home)   
Email    

 
 

Secretary/Recorder    

Address     
 

Phone (Cell)   Phone (Home)   
Email    

 
 

Treasurer    

Address     
 

Phone (Cell)   Phone (Home)   
Email    

 
 
 
 

Please mail this completed form to the Synodical Secretary as soon as new officers are elected. 
Your cooperation in keeping up to date is greatly appreciated. 

 
SC WELCA Synodical Secretary 



Women of the EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA 
South Carolina Synodical Women's Organization (SWO) 

 
For use by Congregational Unit (CU) 

OFFERING REMITTANCE 

 
Date:     

 
CONGREGATION: Conference: Congregation: 

Name: __    
Address:     
_____________________________ 

ID:    

UNIT TREASURER: 
Name:   
Address:    

 

PHONE:   
EMAIL:    

 
 

REGULAR OFFERING $    
 

JOY OFFERING $    
 

DESIGNATED: (specify) 
$    

 
$    

 
$    

 
TOTAL $    

 
Check #  payable to: SC WELCA 

Mail this form with your check to:  
South Carolina WELCA Synodical Treasurer 
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